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Fellow-Citizens of the Senate, * | 
and of the House of Repo ‘esentatives, | 
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{and «cou Jd not ‘be collected without oppressingithe in order 
borro we t s.—A&s there will be a considerable stm aggrandizemens, which distinguish a civilized 


to effect those great objects of political 


I congratulate you, Gentlemen, 60 Your safe ar- | availa ble , this year, it is desired that a resolution community fror a savage state.—w ithout the bur- 
rival at the place designed: for the p Tformance of| may be p assed, authorizing tho board to vest ifn then of taxation. . In afew years the charter of 


your public labours. The deep inte test: that is| stock. ] During the past year, there has been ire- ' the 


-proofs, of thé-great importance and réspiousibility 


Bank of Mississippi will expire, at which time, ` me, 


felt, and the solicitude, universally mi inifested at ceivedfr om the secretary of the Treasury Of jhe' Ihave no doubt@the state will establish’ Other a 


the approach of the period for the conve: ding of the 
Representatives of a free: people are convincing 
of your stations. To provide by lw. for. the go- 
vernment of society; to revise and correct those 
already in force, so:as to pratect, eachrindividual 
member of the community, in the fall. enjoyment 
of his rights and privileges; io promote -and ad- 
vance the general welfare of the-state—are’ objects 
no less dificult than patriotic, and calls forth the 
greatest exertions of the mind. In taking a reteo- 
spective viéw of the events of the last season, Con- 
nected with the interest and prospevity of our con- 


- stituents, We are presented with a prospect {uly 


pleasing—and are involuntarily drawn with f.te}- 
ings of devotion, and gratitude, to acknowled:3¢, 
our obligations to the Supreme Ruler of the Un i- 
verse—who (with a vigilent eye has ever watchec? 
over and protected the growing prosperity of our 
“Republic) for the numerous blessings which in the 
dispensations of His Divine Providence, we bayè 
been permitted te enjoy. But few of our fellow- 
citizens have fallen victims to the diseases. ef. the 


climate, and notwithstanding, the agricultural $u- 


terest kas, in some degree, suffered from a long 
‘arovght—the protracted seasun of autumn, has 
“made our article of exportatién, unusually abun- 


United $ States, four thousand seven hundred and, banking institutions—in the stock of which she 
seventee n dollars, eleven centsy on account ofthe | will either participate or require a_bonus of the 
Three f ser cent. fund; which sum, has alreidy ; stock holders, equal to the prerogative thêy may 

heen aa ticipated by previous appropriations made | enjoy. —The introduction of a branch of the United i 
by law to various-6bjects of internal improvemégt, | States Bank would defeat this. desirable object, 
This.sı am, small in itself, and received semih- | withont even the privilege on the part of the stat e, 
nually., is not sufficient at this lime to effect-gréat' of taxing their stock.—With these reflections I 

or las ting benefit. The objects to which it las |have no hesitation in giving it as my-opinion tha t, 

been a ppropiiated, are small and temporary—bùt | the Generals Assembly should resist the measure’. 

have T veen found of considerable benefit in facili-! A resolution having passed at the Jast session, re-- i 
tating , the transp. "tation of produce to market, and 'commeiiding the President and Directors of the 
encol aging emigyation—more especially; is the | Bank ofthe. state, te take into consideration thes 
new settled parts of the:state where the inhabitagits{ propriéty of establishing a branch at Vicksburgh, 


are ‘few, and not in a situation to make roagls, but 
ina few years the haprovements, thus constrncted, 
Wit} moulder into decay, leaving no lasting bete- 
fit £o result to the state’. It cannot be very impor- 
tan t to the genéral government, by whom this is 
da nated; whether the prin eival or preceeds be ap- 


Laddressed a communication to that body, and 
have received for answer that they do not deem it 
expedient.—’'f he southern states geuerally, baying 
passed laws.to prevent the importation of slaves 
for the purposes of traffic, has left Mississippi al- 
most the only receptacle for the surplus black po- 


pred to the objects gontemp lated—nor to E cone} pulation of the middle states, where their labour is 


setve it would be a violation of good faith to ap- 
pity the latter instead of the foti ner. We look for- 
ward with fond anticipation to Lhe extinguishment 
QF the Indian titles to the land within oue boun- 
darics, and have flattering prospec ts that the pe, 
riod is not far distant, when it will h e accomplish- 
ed. Should it be the policy of the General As- 


dant, thereby securing a sufficient supply for all | sembly to commence at an early period to nurse 


not found so productive as in the south; the vast 
number annually imported into our state, has ex- 
[cited uneasiness in the mindsof' many of our fel- 
Jow-cilizens, aud caused tiem’ to feet much solici- 
tude that we should adopt the policy of our neigh- 
boaring states.—Slavery is an evil at best; and 
has invariably operated oppressively on the poor- 
erclass of every. community, into which it has 
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it 


the necessary comforts of life, and shielding our 
‘fellow-citizens from pecuniary embarrassment.— 


The various branches of business are in a pros- 


pérous condition, our commerce, uninterrupted, 
(with a single exception), by the enterprising ges 
nius of our fellow-citizens, is forcing its way to e 
very quarter of the habitable Globe. We find our.. 
selves in the full enjoyment of domestic quietude , 
and peace, with all uations. The governments, 


, state and national, under which we live, being af 


our own formation, administered for the gener al 
welfare, derive their strength and:durability, frenn. 
the affections, and confidence of the people.’ Onr 
rights, civil, political, and religious,=dre secw red 
by constitutional guarantegs against the encreg eh- 
ment of despotic power,- the freedom of spe ech, 
opinion, -and action, (not incompatible with the 
peace and safety uf society, or the rights of indi- 
viduals,) are the prerogatives of an Americain ci- 
tizen,—which no domestic demagogue or foreign 
tyrant, can successfully invade, where all ali ke are 
interested, in defending them. A people tius far 


and cherish this fund, and the Congress af the U- 
nited States still persist in their policy, towards 
the new stalés, ii relation to their pulli¢ lanils, 
by the time these land are brought into, markel, 
aud generally sold, this fund-will amount to a vast 
sum, fully adequate to the accomplishmen.t of any | Ve 
object or objects of internal improvement triat my | With these reflections I submit it to the wisdom of 

be contemplated by the state; I would theretore| the General Assembly, to'say whether the period 
respectfally recommend to the General Asst iolly, | bas’not arrived when Mississippi in her own de- 

the propritty of vesting it in productive steel, |fence, shonid as far as practicable prevent the far- ^o - 
when the appropriations already made are pid | Sher introduction of slaves fog sale-—In a govern- 

off, the proceeds to:be applied to roads ana’ cá- | Ment like ours, based oa republican principles, the 

nals. The Quarter-master-General's report will | laws regulating elections cannot be too well secur- 

show to you the number and condition of the arms, | by suitable penalties, against fraud and the 

belonging to the ‘state, amounting to seven Imin- jevil practices of designing persons, whereby the 

dred and fifty stand. I would suggest the ‘pro-|Willof the majority, may be defeated—Ours, , in 

priety. of makitig some provision for tefraying’ the theip operations bave been feund.def¢ctive, inas- ‘ 
expenses of this department—the number of aphs | uch as there is no provision for contesting the 

annually received from the United States, in par. clectiou of the important officers of sheriff and cor- 

suance of an act of Congress, passed in 1808, 45|Qner; and although the returning ‘officers subject 

in proportidw-to-a return made in 1318—there is|themselves to severe penalties, for neglect of duty 


becn introduced, by destroying that mutual denen- 
deuce which would otherwise exist between the 
rich and the poor, and excludes from the state, in 
proportion to the number of slaves, a free white - 
population, through the meaus ofw hich alone, can 


weexpect to take rank with our sister states. —- © 


no doubt but we are entitled to doube the number, [Or fraud in conducting an-election—yet, there is ý 


provided; wé'could obtain Such a return-of the pre- 
sent, strength of the militia, as gould with proprie- 
ty be forwarded, te the war department. Deem- 


favoured, cannot too highly appreciate the: happi 

6 ness of their condition. me 
The situation of the revenue, and the “e xpendi- 
tures of the year, will be disclosed to yoru by the 
. i annual Report of the Auditor of Pablic 4 .ccounts, 
' =the money in the Treasury on the 9ta day of 
January last, after deducting the Liter‘ary,, and 
Three per cent. Funds, -amounted te: $39,622] military spirit and- arder which has hitlierto 
a `- 482 cts., since which time the addñiona 1] sum of|been characteristic of the citizané of our state. 
$15,877 .48: cts. has been received on account of] In conformity to an act of the Gencat Assembly, 
a the last year’s taxes, making the sum f otal to a-|passed February the Sth, 1827, authorizing, and 
- . mount to $55,499 574 cts.sihe sums audited, since requiring the Governor to negotiate w lyan of two 
. that tinie, amounts to 834,268 623 cta, which| buudied and fifty, thousand dollars, E have used 
i í shews a balance remainivg in the 'Sveasiry ofi such exertions`as- were deemed consistent with the 
‘~. , $21,21004: cts. “Although the sam. that will be} dignity of the state, do effect the object contempla- 
received on account of'the taxes, at the close of| ted by the act, ..Being apprised of the’ great im- 
-thefiscal year, will fall'considerably short of the| portance, in going inta tlie morey market; to bea 
revenue of the last, the circumstance of the sur-| ble to offer the best security possible: in’ order to 
plus, in the Treasury, being greater than usual, | effect-the loan on the lowest:terms, ni application 
anduces the belief that it will be found amply saf- was madeto the: Bank of Mississippi—to join dhe 
o ‘Aicient, to meet the current expenses of the ensu- |state in guaranteeing the-payment of sach-loau’ as 
_ ing year. With feelings of regret IL inform the| might be effected, which request-was-readily- com- 
= General Assembly,- that in miny of the counties, | plied with on the partuf the: Bank—a correspon- 
the Assessors have entirely failed in taking the va- | dence was then opened with several Banking Ti- 
jueofproperty, according to a provisionofan act of] stitutions in the eastern cities; and although they 
. — lastsession, attributableto therelactance onthe part] acknowledged themselves perfectly satisfied with 
“of owners,:to® state on oath, the value, and the} the security tendered, severally declined: “making 
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the safeguaeds .offevery Reptblic, I would rè- 
spectfally reeommend’to your attention, such 


™ “ 0 z 


ing a well organised and dr ciplined militia, one of | majority. 


g 


want of competent powers in the Assessor to co- 


" erce the same—all equal taxation baving the value 


of property for its basis, there are but two modes 

of arriving ‘at it—either our present and least ex- 
P rs > = rs Å » -N ti 

pensive, by classification or by valuation—Should 


a , it be the disposition of the General Assembly, to 
adopt the latter E would respectfully recommend, 


the appointment of a suitable number óf commis- 


sioners in each county, as the most.certain means: 


of ascertaining the true value, and least objection- 
able to our fellgg-citizens. The contingent ex- 
pences of the Executive Department, from. the 


» first day of January last, up to the present time, fof the year had elapsed, when it could have been 
* amounts to $1,353.18 ets. leaving: à surplus -ofi 


„the appropriation of $416 SZ ets. which re- 
-mains Lathe Treasury, subject to be transferred 


* 


tee of accounts. + | 


‘In pursuance of a resolution ofthe General ‘As- 


af * 


the loan. -Ar Agent ‘Was then, appointed, With 
full powers to negotiate.for it,—but without suc: 
cess 3 the reason of Which was‘that, no capitalist 
was williig to lend sò large an amount; on butds 
not negotiable, and for the Tength cf time coutem- 
plated:by the law.—Every assurance, however, is 
given thatthe amount may Ue obtained by execu- 
ing negotiable bonds fo the: amount of: fifteen or 


at any, time reimburse himself, if his‘-netessities 
required it) putting them, in market aiid paying 
one-fourth per cent. brokerages-lut as: the séason 


made by-maby of our fellow-citigens to procure 


trans! ‘the éstablishnént ofa branch of the United States PRE heir electi 
«to the general fund—the vouchers arè filed in the|bank at Natcliez—it “was deemed ‘advisable to provide:by law, for their-election, 
Auditor’s ofhot; for the inspection of your commit- 


postpone making further efforts, until the meeting 
of the General Agseinbly.—tn the event of the in- 


troduction 6f:a:branch of the United States Bank 


x 


2 


“sembly authorizing the President and Directors ofj into our state, the, dividend of the "stock of the 


the Literary fund toinvest twelve thowsand dollars | Bank of Mississippi would: be so; far- 
in Bank stock, the amount often thousand thresj|asnoftó make it an ohject desirable, thatt 


reduced, 


twenty thovisand déllars (on which the ieldercould | 


drawn for with advantage, and efforts having been | 


hig loaty 


no provision for punishing such persons, who by 


and-by changing the tickets defeat ihe will of the 


in my message of last ycat, I recommended the 


are.{establishment.of a fifth judicial district; 1 would, 
vision of the militia laws as would revive that |38% respectfully call the attention of the General 


assembly to this subject: "Flè duties already as-_ 


signed tothe Judges of-our supreme court; are 
more than they ean well perform—the terms al- 


violence or stealth, olfftain access tu the ballet box, ` 


» 


lowed-to many of the counties are found tvo short + 


to transact fke business of the conrt— Fhe citizens 
af the county of Washington, have not enjoyed the 
inestimable blessinzs,cuarantéedto them by thecon- 
stitution for the wautof dcourt—The inhibitants of 
several of the-nely counties have it in contemplation 
toclaim a division of tlieir territory from the General 
Assembly—therefore it would appear that thecrea- 
ting of an additional Judicial district is indispensi- 
ble. Ihave recently had the pleasure of réceiving a 
communication from bis Excellency, the Gover- 
vor of Alabama, informing met the General As- 
seńibly of the state over which he presides has 
authorized him to setile the accounts which re» 
main udadjusted-hetween this state and Alabama; 
a copy of which is herewith transmitted fox your 


+eonsideration. ~ Several attempts have been made 


to-settle these accoutits, which-grew out of the sepa- 
ration of Alahafna, from Mississippi, without 
success.. “One duridg the last*year,. by commis- 
sioners appointed on the part of the respective 
states, ‘as will more fully appear by a reference to 
my-comaunication.made to (he last General As- 
sembly Gtr this subject.’ The period is not far dis- 
tant, an~Msefast approaching, when the freemen of 
MEY: will be called on to exercise their g- 


our cou 

‘lective frabthige in voting fgr-electors:to choose a 
President ® site t > 
States, whien: the highest officers in this great Re- 
public, will again 
fellow citizens, and made to feelsthat they derive 


will be necessary, during. tbe present session, to 
vored to discharge that part: of: my" duty as. re 
{quires I should lay: before the General Assembly 


i 


such information as L amim possess 


fare. p xy a 


~ 


7 Vice-Presiflent of the; United 
be brought to,a level with their 
their, authorities from the sovéreign people. . It, 
Paving endea- 
i of, “I ten- ` 


der you; gentlemen, my cordial co-operation in al 
measures Calculated to promote the general wel- 
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hundred dolars has heen sobseribed for, `Tt|shoald be carried into effect. It should be’ the] “+ GERARD 0.. BRANBON. on 


kd 
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“would have hoendn the power ef ibe board to have| policy of every new state, 
ivYarger sum, had it not: been -for| with the liniited resources of Mississippi, to avail 


imvésted a muc zi 
the circumatance of iis being prey 


a 


tously loaned, 


SLs à % 


more particularly.of aie) 


hetselfofevery Jaudablo means for raising x find, a 
$ eB Sts 7 > ‘ + eae : i E ae, > To o Se: $ ; i i a giv p yi * 


Jackson, Mis, January 8, t828. 
Office of the. State Journal----Jackso 
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